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1) Subeiv: T eloped,

| had a good life, surrounded by my family, my siblings and
my friends. | was a university student at the time, planning
a bright future for myself and working hard to achieve it...
And then he appeared in my life.

At first, | refused him. But he started painting me a picture
of a beautiful life together, that | had never experienced
before. When | told my mother, she was strongly opposed
to it because she knew that he had been married and
divorced once before, and had a bad reputation to boot. But
| held firm to my decision.

One day, my mother realized that | was sticking to my
decision. She forbade me from going back to the university
to prevent me from meeting him. He suggested that | elope
with him, and | did. On July 24th, 2013, at 12:30 am, | ran
away with him.

We spent our first night together at his cousin’s house.
Early in the morning, the Sheikh, my husband’s brother,
arrived at the house we were staying in and contracted our
marriage. Then we went to my husband'’s house which was
located above his parents'.

From the start of our marital relationship, we faced
countless problems. It was because his mother and
brothers directly interfered in our private lives. | was very
upset by their behavior. | asked my husband why they
were interfering in our private affairs although they were
themselves married and nobody interfered on their own.
| told him how upset it made me. He went and told his

mother that | was upset about their interference. She used
to pit him against me and sow discord between us, so that he
would return home and the quarrels would start up again.
This was our life for eight months. Meanwhile, | didn't get
pregnant. | finally suggested that we visit the doctor. But he
had to go ask his mother for permission to go to the doctor
with mel And she told him they didn't want any children.

It was then that | told him that | couldn’t stay in his house
without children and without privacy.

| told my husband that, if we had children, our life would
change for the better and be more stable. His mother, who was
strongly opposed to the idea, found out and she said to me, “If
we wanted to, we would have had children from the woman

he married before you.” A huge quarrel flared between myself
and my husband then, because of his mother’s statements.

But when the quarrel between us came to a boiling point, my
husband agreed to go to the doctor.

The doctor told us that we could only have children through
IVF because of my husband’s low sperm count. We decided to
start IVF treatment. But we couldn't afford the medications
needed to continue with the treatment. We asked his parents
for help but they refused, although they were very well off.

My sister bought me more than half the medications, while my
mother-in-law was enjoying our precarity and inability to even
put food on the table.

| had twins. The problems increased to an unimaginable
degree. They didn't let me enjoy my twins. As usual, his mother
went about sowing discord between us. His brother used to
come over to our house whenever we quarreled, to carry back
gossip to my husband'’s former wife.
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| knew this because | used to look through his Facebook
account and read all the messages between him and my
husband’s former wife. He used to tell her about all our
quarrels and insult me and my husband. The latter found
out about it, but he made no reaction and took no stand.
As for his other brother, whenever my husband and |
quarreled, he used to stand outside the door to eavesdrop
on us and learn what we were quarreling about. This
happened on several occasions, and, whenever | asked him
not to interfere, he hated me worse.

My mother-in-law also used to grow angry whenever she
found out that | had bought anything for the house, and
she would take it away the very next day, claiming that she
needed it. | used to give her whatever she asked for, even
food, although I knew that she had no need for it.

She used to insist that my husband alone should provide
for her, although she had four other prosperous sons.
She knew that my husband was financially worse off than
his brothers. She even had a steady monthly income of
900 dollars. Meanwhile, | couldn’t even ask for the bare
necessities.

Even when my children used to fall sick, if their father
was at work, | would turn to my parents to buy me the
medication whenever | needed it. Yet, | was afraid to ask
this of his parents and his brothers so they wouldn't make
trouble for me.

| was upset by their behavior, and | asked my husband,
“Why are they so exploitative?” He told me there was
nothing he could do about it. Just like every other time,

he told his mother, and she proceeded to sow discord to
make us quarrel when he returned home. He hurled at me

the ugliest names and insults. He beat me violently. | tried to
take refuge in my children, and, as usual, when | was ready
to leave, he locked all the doors. He would wait for a bit, and
then ask me to forgive him. He would say, “I'm sorry. It'll
never happen again.” Then he would start to cry and blame
his mother for pitting him against me when he could say
nothing to her.

One day, an argument started up between me and my
husband. | was surprised to find his brother standing behind
the door, eavesdropping. When we saw him, he came in,
claiming he was visiting, although we were estranged from
him by that time. At this point, | told him that he was the
reason why we were quarreling, and how dare he enter
our house when we were not on good speaking terms with
him? *I swear to God,” he replied, “you'll soon be gone from
this housel” He and my husband attacked me. He cursed at
me and came back and attacked me again. | called to my
husband, asking him to protect me, but he said there was
nothing he could do.

| left my house and went to the judge. | told him what had
happened. When it was time for the hearing, | was surprised
to find the judge using the ugliest language with me. Shortly
after, | learned that he had collected a bribe from my
husband.

That is how judges of the court become unjust, denying the
rights of the oppressed and advocating for the oppressors.
But justice does not end here. Real justice is in heaven,
before the Most Just.

The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Judges are of three types, one
of whom will go to Paradise and two to Hell. The one who
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will go to Paradise is a man who knows what is right and
gives judgment accordingly; but a man who knows what
is right and acts tyrannically in his judgment will go to
Hell; and a man who gives judgment for people when he
is ignorant will go to Hell”

To this day, | still suffer from the judge’s
unconscionability. | went to the Supreme Court to report
him, but they advised me against it because he could
take everything away from me since he is more powerful
than me and is a man of influence. They warned me that
he could claim damages for slander. But today | address
my complaint to God, because he is the Most Just.

2) Xt : T fled from the wav only

to- fall victim to- o man completely

| am a Syrian woman. | am 23 years old. | grew up in a
loving family. But it so happened that fate deprived me of
my father. | became an orphan. Because | was the eldest

daughter, | always held a great responsibility towards my
mother and siblings.

The war broke out in Syria. We suffered gravely as a
result. My family became refugees in Lebanon after my
mother fled away with me and my sisters, fearing that we
will become victims of the war. But | fell victim to a man
completely devoid of humanity.

| met my husband and fell in love with him and his charm.
He was a handsome lawyer who led me to believe that |
would become a queen if | married him. And, so, we got
married. The trouble began since day one. | have suffered
all kinds of violence at his hands.

A while later, | discovered that he was a drug addict and had
a criminal record. Also, he was living in Lebanon illegally. At
this point, the problems became more frequent and more
intense.

When he had no money, he forced me to work and took
away my money. If | didn't give him the money, he beat and
hurt me. My life with him was a nightmare from which |
tried repeatedly to wake up, to no avail.

When | became pregnant, | hoped that he would change
and acquire a sense of responsibility because he was
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going to be a father. But nothing changed at all. On the
contrary, my own responsibilities grew. | gave birth to an
innocent daughter whose father was a criminal. | refused
the very thought of raising my daughter with a deviant
for a father. | started to consider a separation. But,
whenever | brought up the subject, he threatened and
beat me. So, all | could do was run away.

Once, | ran away to Syria. But he tricked me and made
me come back. Another time, | sought out the NGOs.
Again, he got to me by claiming that he wanted to see
his daughter, that he had changed and wished to legally
recognize the child.

The last time, | left the house and made up my mind
not to go back, after he had robbed my mother’s house
and threatened to kill her. That was when | realized

that nothing could make me stay with him after what
had happened. So, | turned to an NGO and stayed with
my daughter at a shelter for close to seven months. |
initiated the divorce and custody proceedings. My case
has been repeatedly adjourned on the pretext that my
husband had not been notified. It was a form of torture
that he put me through. He was a lawyer and knew that,
if he wasn't notified, the case could not go forward. And
this was exactly what he wanted. He wanted to keep me
his wife forever.

Later, | left the shelter and sought out KAFA. | started
finalizing my divorce proceedings and my legal, social
and psychological paperwork. My KAFA-appointed
lawyer reassured me that | would be granted a divorce,
but he pointed out that it'd need some time. It was the
time that used to overwhelm me with anxiety before

-

every hearing. It made me tense and sleepless, afraid that
the hearing will be postponed. In fact, the hearings were
postposed and, with them, day after day, my hope of being
free of him would dwindle.

Despite all of this, | never despaired. | started planning an
independent future for myself and my daughter. | set out
to better myself in all respects. | became more mature,
stronger and steadier. It was as though the experiences
turned me from a pliant to a tough individual after what he
had put me through.

| learned several occupations and took part in a number
of training courses. | started to self-actualize and build my
own path. Two years of patience were rewarded and | got
the divorce. | am now a free woman but shackled with the
chains of the past.
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3) Lawence: It was o tawmatic
Mﬁmm

| was sixteen when | got married. My husband treated

me very cruelly, but | never told anyone what | was going
through. | had five children. My youngest son died seven
days after he was born. My children and | used to be beaten
and treated terribly by my husband - their own father!

We never went out of the house. We were buried there.
| didn't know how to speak anymore. He even stopped
providing for the children and the house. His mother
started to bring us food to eat.

When my young daughter fell sick, her father didn't take her
to the hospital or the doctor. On the fifth day of her illness,
her temperature shot to 42 degrees. | took her to the
doctor and he told me to get her into hospital immediately.

It was a traumatic shock for me. My daughter went into

a coma, and it affected the development of her legs. Her
father refused to get her the treatment she needed and
wouldn't pay the school fees. He provided no clothing or
allowance for his children. So, | took my children and went
to my parents’ house, where | have been living for two and a
half years now.

When my husband attacked and beat my mother, | turned
to KAFA. The lawyer filed a case with the summary court
judge and | managed to obtain a protective order for myself
and my children.

-

4) Halima: The shame!

This is not a work of fiction. It is my own story. It is about
how the religious authorities have deprived me of my
rights.

Under the pressure of family circumstances, | married at
seventeen. | lived in a house with a man lacking all sense of
responsibility, morality, compassion and love. He was my
so-called "husband”.

He served in a security agency, and puffed his chest in his
military uniform and strode proudly in his service cap.

Meanwhile, he abused his wife, treating her like a servant in
his household - worse than a servant even.

| endure it all to gain favor in the eyes of God. But things
grew more dire after | had a child who witnessed, with his
own eyes, my suffering at the hands of his father. | decided
to assume the role that my husband had failed to play in
order for me to make a living. | tried everything to achieve
this, while he enjoyed his own and my hard-earned money
without the least feeling of guilt.

He tried to cheat on me, but, fortunately, his finances failed
him there. After five years of sacrificing and suffering
through cancer, it was his parents’ turn to destroy what
was left of me, claiming that | was enjoying myself with

his money and accumulating debts on their son. Although
it was clear as day how much | had worked hard to build



my house. But their blinding spite prevented them from
speaking the truth, and they lost sight of it.

Added to the above was the paternal abuse | suffered
whenever | so much as uttered the word “divorce”. |
tried in vain. After all my attempts failed, | turned to

the religious authorities which | believed would give me
justice. But the opposite was true. The judge was swayed
by financial gain to serve my husband's interest. They
made a deal and trampled my dignity. Meanwhile, | was
broken and had no one to turn to.

After endless rounds of back-and-forth, | got my divorce.
But it wasn't a fair divorce. It was a divorce that forced a
mother to give up her right to custody in exchange of the
husband’s signature on the divorce papers. The shamel
They used me as a pawn, and wielded their considerable
power to crush a helpless woman.

| have surrendered myself, and the oppression and
hardship | have experienced, to the higher power of
Heaven. It will not fail me the way the religious
authorities did.

-

5) Ilham: Al {or the

sake of my

This is my life story in a nutshell. In it | will tell of the
injustice | have suffered.

| was married for thirteen years and had five children. | lived
with my husband through thick and thin, and | endured a lot
of oppression and suffering from him. Mine was the life of a
servant and | was patient for the sake of my children.

Despite all the oppression and suffering he dealt me, he
remarried. Again, | bore it for the sake of my children.
After he remarried, the trouble between us started. He
started stinting in his duty to the household and the
children. Whenever | asked him for an allowance, he would
tell me, “I have another house.” And, so, the trouble would
start up again between us.

He started to beat me. He abandoned his children. He
started leaving us without a penny. Meanwhile, five children
need a sizeable allowance. But, whenever | asked him, he
would say, “Figure it out yourself.” Where would | get the
money from?

| began to dread telling my parents about the arguments
and | feared for my children. Our quarrels worsened and
went as far as violence and harm. | bore a lot of beating
and violence, and came close to death. When the situation
between us escalated, he tried to kill me with a knife.

| ran away from our house and went to the neighbors'. |
used my neighbor’s phone to call the police for help. The



police came and saw how | had been beaten. | left with
them and went to the hospital.

There, they called in a medical examiner to examine

me. Then the police arrested my husband, and he was
incarcerated. After he was released from prison, | went to
the Ja'fari court. | filed a case for alimony and housing for
myself and my children and presented all the evidence.

| endured two years of torture with the Ja'fari court, to
end up with a shocking ruling against mel It appears

that his corrupt honor, the judge had collected a bribe
from my husband. Is it justice, when | haven't seen my
children for three years?! | filed a case to enable me to
see them two years ago and, so far, they haven't given
me authorization to see my children!

If religious law stipulates this, never rules in the wife's
favor, prevents her from seeing her children and

doesn’t give justice to a wronged woman, then | will not
recognize this dishonest Ja'fari court. All Ja'fari judges are
corrupt. Money is their only religion: they buy and sell
justice as they please.

| will simply say that, if the Ja'fari court doesn’'t grant me
housing and allow me to see my children, | will renounce
this corrupt religious law. | will say to the Ja'fari court
judges: Before you stand in judgement of others, hold

the corrupt among you to account. You are a corrupt
authority, and | will never trust this authority because it is
ruled by money rather than justice. Thank you.

-

6) Walaa: Iwanta/umﬂiedpwwemﬂ

mmm;)wtecwu&aw

| want to speak of my own life for the other ladies, and | will
be brief.

| married at twenty and moved with my husband to Sweden.
Here is where my account begins.

| lived with him in a warehouse that didn't have a single
window. This went on for four years. | put up with all his
abusive behavior. | endured his stinginess, his suspicions
and imprisonment. | worked for him; | never felt like a
married woman living with her husband.

The troubles snowballed, until the mental and verbal abuse
of all kinds began. If | had been in my home country, | would
have been physically abused.

He started accusing me of improprieties that were hurtful
to me. | wished to return to Lebanon with my daughter until
the situation had abated, but he wouldn't allow my three-
year-old daughter to accompany me.

Five days after | arrived in Lebanon, | was surprised to
discover that he had filed for a divorce and a travel ban
against me before the Orthodox court. | didn't know with
what right or on what charge or grounds! | was banned
from travelling outside the Lebanese territories for three
years, deprived of seeing my small daughter.



| was questioned at the court without him being
questioned. | applied for my travel ban to be lifted but
got no response. Unfortunately, having connections in
high places wins every time in this country and overrides
the rights of the wronged party. As for the law, it
oppresses women and suppresses their rights.

After a long battle, | was divorced. But the ruling awarded
him custody and charged me for the fees and expenses
of the divorce proceedings!! Wasn't he the one who filed
the case? Yes, this is the venerable religious court.

| want my country to recover and its laws to become fair.

| want a unified personal status law that protects us all
equally...

-

7) Mwm&dtﬂmﬁww

This is the cry of every woman in Lebanon. It is one that
affects the main component of society: children. It is
caused by the biased ruling of a judge who is merciless and
unjust. It is what | experienced in my case with my former
husband.

Although | had presented all the documents proving that |
had been greatly harmed by his mistreatment, and that he
was considerably wealthy, the court granted him full right,
by depriving me completely of my spousal rights to housing
and alimony, knowing full-well that my three children were
living with me at my parents’ house.

| suffered the same at the hands of the Criminal [Court]
judge who, for more than three years now, hasn't issued
any ruling despite having access to all the evidence and
proof that my children and | were being beaten. How can
the state stand idly by, when its citizens' rights are treated
with such contempt?

That is why | strongly demand putting an end to this farce,
by passing strict laws that guarantee both women's and
children’s rights.



8) GWZQWWMWWCG{W

Unfortunately, a man treats a woman the way he does a
disposable razor: he uses her for a while and then he throws
her out with the garbage. He doesn't recognize all she did
for him while he was using her and how much she sacrificed
for him. He doesn't recognize that she gave birth to and
raised his children, that she fed them of her own body, and
lost years of her youth and life to see them grown up and
standing on their own two feet.

Even if she didn't bear children, why shouldn't he be fair to
her? Why shouldn't he feel her pain and heartbreak? Is a
woman merely a means for fulfilling the needs of a selfish
human being?

Why should a man accept for his wife a fate he wouldn't
wish upon his sister? Why then don't men accept for
their sisters to be humiliated by their husbands? Beaten?
Deprived of their children and of their rights?

| am plagued by the selfishness of a husband | served for
twenty years. | offered him everything | had, and more. But,
sadly, he acknowledges none of it.

He was sectarian, racist, selfish. He was weak-willed and
couldn't make his own decisions. He was ordered around
and told what to do by his sister because | was from a
different religion. He made me suffer every day. | wished for
death so | wouldn't have to live through another day of his
exploiting me, kicking me out of the house | had built with
my very own hands, verbally abusing me and informing me
that the day | left would be the happiest of his life.

-

If | trusted the court to compensate for my hard work and
grant me my rights, | would have fulfilled his wish. But |
have zero trust in the courts. Many women had chosen this
pathway before me but are still empty-handed to this day.

That is why | ask the Lord to awaken the conscience of every
judge to be just to women.

__



9) Za!m(fw Ihadt&géwup myy vights

-

| used to believe that marriage meant being free to live one’s One day, when he was on duty in the army, | left the house
own new life independently from one’s parents. l and didn't go back. | filed for a divorce. But | couldnt get

| married. All went well during the first two years, only for it easily. It took some time and | had to give up all my legal
trouble to begin afterwards. rights in order to rid myself of that life.

My husband, who was a soldier in the Lebanese army, started
staying out all the time. So, | started working to provide

for myself and the household since he had forgotten about
my rights. The problems started growing worse and more
complicated.

One day, | discovered that he had lied to me and was in love
with someone else. But | continued to put up with his flaws,
hoping he would return to his senses.

He had health issues that prevented him from having
children. I told him I longed for a child but he rejected the
idea. He said he didn't want children and didn't wish to seek
treatment.

A while later, | went in for IVF, and stayed for some time at
my parents’ house because | had only my mother to take
care of me. Meanwhile, he used to visit me, sometimes very
briefly. While | was there, at my parents’ house, he became
engaged to a Syrian girl.

My pregnancy wasn't successful. | stayed with him, turned

over a new leaf, and told myself that God would make it up to
me. But things never got better, and | left it all behind me.
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10) Wisal: Mgwpwwmwwrﬂ@tﬂw
cowts was wowse than the abuse

When one takes leave of one's conscience and officials
abandon their duties, the noble women on the receiving
end of the oppression and injustice die inside. Middle
Eastern men believe that women are commodities and
objects to do with as they please.

When | was an innocent child, all | knew in life were care,
peace and safety. That was my family’s way. All they
showed me was grace, love and positivity, that marriage
was the best thing in life. | had witnessed and experienced
this in my own family.

| grew up and a suitor came knocking on the door; a
handsome young man, every girl's dream, good-looking,
the whole package.

But it was just for show and lasted until | married and
moved abroad with him. The misery started from day one.
| had my first child, my second and my third... | had been
married for thirteen years, when | started growing ill and
my family took notice of the situation | was in. | hadn't told
anyone because our society is biased against and shames
women.

With KAFA's help, | managed to obtain a divorce. But my
experience with the courts was worse than the life | had
had. Who do we call on? Who do we turn to? Who do we
speak with?

-

1) Xazhw:Ihadn&mxj

| will try to narrate a small anecdote of the many things
that have happened to me. Each of us has her own story.
We sometimes wish to have someone else’s life. But, as the
saying goes, nobody else can truly feel your suffering.

I will not speak of the past, nor of my childhood during
which | had no voice and was—and still am—a scapegoat
for everyone and everything.

| am a soldier’s wife and that is why, if | suffer any physical
abuse, it is investigated. | used to be beaten by my in-laws.
If it weren't for KAFA's support and the fact that they
appointed me a lawyer, | couldn’t have reported it.

My health suffered as a result of the beating. | developed
arange of troubles. At the hospital, the doctor said to me,
“If your back had been broken, you couldn’t have fared
worse.” | was hurt when the doctor said it. But now, given
the pain | experience every single day, | understand what
the doctor meant.

| am the mother of a boy and a girl, | was the one who was
beaten, and now | had to leave the house | had built by
myself in the wake of the July War while my husband was
retained for duty.

| grew up motherless, and | had no say even when |
married. | accepted everything that was imposed on me.

But who stood by me?

__



| have six brothers. | found it difficult to tell them |

was being beaten, even while | lay on the floor almost
unconscious. | called on the police for help, but they said
to me, “The quarrel is over and there's nothing we can
do about it.” As for my bullies, who beat me when | lay
on the floor, they called my parents and protested their
innocence.

They accused me of having beaten them!

They said they wished for an amicable settlement.

But a message was sent to my sister-in-law by her parents.

She knew. They told her in the message that | had been
beaten and hurt. She hid it from my brother however;
claimed she had no idea. He saw the message

all the same, and he had me admitted to hospital.

| am grateful to God for everything and grateful to KAFA
for standing by me through it all.

-

12) Fatema: T grets strongen

I didn't know that marriage was everything there was in

life. From the very start of my marriage, from my wedding
night even, the trouble between us began. | tried to change
everything but couldn't. | made allowances for his feelings
early in our marriage but he spared no thought for my own.
| thought he would respect me perhaps if | had a child.

But, sadly, with the advent of the child the quarrels grew and
he started to beat and humiliate me. But | endured it for the
sake of my father. | had a second and a third child.

The violence, the beating and the humiliation continued.

In the end, | stood up to my parents and the whole world,
and | left his house. | was free of the torture he had put me
through. | turned to KAFA who helped me with everything.
| have so much respect and gratitude for them.

| have started seeing a psychologist. | have overcome the
suffering | endured all those long years, thank God. | am
today a new woman. | am stronger and can stand on my

own two feet.

| filed a case against him. | gave up my legal rights but I am
rid of that person and the years of hardship | lived with him.

| found a job and am self-sufficient.

| was so very weak and am now strong. Thank God Almighty.






